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	To Advance African Education:
Nduaka Education Foundation Donates to Liberian University
By M.V. Paasewe 
September 12, 2002
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Ambassador (Dr.) Ogbonnaya Nduaka
In a bid to enhance research and education of African students, especially Science Majors, the Nduaka Education Foundation (NEF), a United States based non-governmental organization, today presented educational materials including a set of computers and a printer to the United Methodist University (UMU) in Monrovia.
Making the presentation at the Nigeria House in Congo town, outside Monrovia, His Excellency (Dr.) Ogbonnaya Nduaka, Nigeria Ambassador to Liberia and Director of the Nduaka Education Foundation, said the donation is in furtherance of the African initiative launched by his son Dr. Chudi Nduaka in September 2001.
The Nduaka Education Foundation, he said, started operation in Nigeria by sending in books, journals, videos and equipments to institutions in Nigeria. 
According to Dr. O. Nduaka, institutions that have benefited from educational equipment since the creation of the NEF include the Ahmadu Bello University, the University of Ibadan, University of Nigeria and Abia State University.
He said apart from Nigeria, Liberia is the second African nation to benefit from the NEF education assistance program. 
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NEF Donation to Methodist University
He further disclosed that the Foundation has also donated a laptop that is expected in the country anytime this week for the United Methodist University. "But we would like to emphasize that whatever is being brought is especially for the students…the staff can use them but they are meant for the students," Dr. Nduaka said.
"Apart from education material and supplies, the Foundation is a source of wide-ranging information. Students in biological sciences can be helped to source post-graduate assistance for studies in the United States", Dr. Nduaka averred.
The soft-spoken Nigerian Ambassador observed that a lot of people in the United States are making immense contributions for the realization of this vision. 
"As a father, I am proud of Chudi's efforts, ably assisted by his dedicated colleagues in NEF Board, Dr. O Nduaka stated, adding, "Chudi has not forgotten his roots and their vision will impact on so many lives in this continent".
Science Education in Africa Deteriorating
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Dr. Evelyn Kandakai & Amb. Dr. Ogbonnaya Nduaka
Making remarks during the program, Liberia Minister of Education, Dr. Evelyn Kandakai, said Africa is proud to have a son like Dr. Chudi Nduaka who is not only emulating his father, but is also helping to enhance the quality of education in Africa.
"Science education in Africa," Dr. Kandakai averred, "is even worse than the state of the entire educational system in Africa, which itself is not up to par."
"With this type of Foundation, geared toward helping Science in Africa, which is one of the neediest disciplines in Africa, to bring us up to par with the rest of the world, we in Liberia greatly appreciate the effort of this fine son of the land," Mrs. Kandakai asserted.
She called on others to emulate the "fine example" of Dr. Chudi Nduaka, to help advance education in Africa, "instead of bringing wars, discord and rumors of wars into our continent".
Dignitaries who graced the occasion included Rt. Rev. John Innis, Bishop of the United Methodist Church, Dr. Oliver Duncan, President of the United Methodist University, members of the diplomatic corps, among others.
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Guests
The Nduaka Education Foundation was founded in September 2001 by Dr. Chudi Nduaka, a Nigerian-born toxicologist, working for the Global Pharmaceutical Company in Chicago, Illinois, USA.
The Foundation is run by a five-man board of directors comprising Dr. Ogbonnaya Nduaka, Kenyatta Snipe, Lucretia Jones, Dr. Bob Townsend, Mrs. Jane Townsend and Dr. Jibril Odogba.
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